                                 The New Look NZSSRA Championship 
This article considers the implications for the “Maadi Cup” of the new progression system approved by Schools in August 2005.  Slight modifications to the new progression system allowing for more Finals, in accordance with the FISA World Championship A, B, C and D Finals format, are also suggested.  Additional C and D Finals would represent a departure from the usual A and B Finals approach. 
All statistics are based on the “biggest ever” 2005 regatta and the “new progression system” posted on the NZSSRA website. 
The first two sections of Table A, “The Way It Was 2005” and “The Way It Will Be 2006”, indicate that the number of crews competing in Finals and the number of Finals held will be very similar under the old and new system.  
By referring to the third section “The Way It Could Be 2006” in Table A we can observe the impact of adopting the FISA World Championship format.  With slight modifications to the new progression system C and D finals would increase the number of Finals crews to 986 from 625. 
Table A
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A Finals

 B Finals

C Finals

D Finals

The Way It Was 2005

Races

80

42

38

0

0

Crews 

640

336

304

0

0

The Way It Will Be 2006

Races

79

42

37

0

0

Crews

625

336

289

0

0

The Way It Could Be 2006

Races

126

42

39

32

13

Crews 

986

336

312

234

104

Table A


Table B indicates that when the agreed changes to the progression system are implemented the number of Reps and Semi-Finals will reduce significantly as crews are eliminated during “sudden death” Heats, or progress directly to Semi-Finals or to Finals directly from the Heats. There will be 42 less Reps and 118 less Semi-Finals. While there would be a lot less races and much more time saved under the new system about 50% of crews entered will still be eliminated from Finals competition.
If the FISA World Championship format were introduced it would not require any major changes to the new progression system but it would reduce the number of crews eliminated from the last two days of the regatta by 53%.  361 extra crews would contest a Final instead of remaining on the sidelines with Finals still be completed within the time allocated.
Table B
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Reps

Semis

Finals

Eliminated

The Way It Was 2005

Races

181

141

128

80

Crews 

1302

769

800

640

662

The Way It Will Be 2006

Races

179

99

10

79

Crews

1302

716

80

625

677

The Way It Could Be 2006

 

Races

179

99

10

126

 

Crews

1302

716

80

986

316

Table B


Table C emphasises the dramatic decrease in the number of qualifying races prior to the Finals.  162 less races before the Finals will clearly save considerable time and administrative effort. If the FISA World Championship approach was adopted the reduction in qualifying races would be just as significant. 
There would be 47 additional post-qualifying races during the two days of Finals using the FISA approach, consequently increasing the amount of competitive racing during the two days of Finals. If 47 new Finals are added to the programme the total reduction in the number of races will be 116 rather than 163.
Table C
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Qualifying 

Races

Reduction 

In Races

The Way It Was 2005

530

450

 

 

The Way It Will Be 2006

367

288

163

 

 

The Way It Could Be 2006

414

288

116

Table C


The significant time savings resulting from the new progression system during qualifying are highlighted in Table D.  A decision to adopt the FISA World Championship approach to Finals would also save the same amount of time with the added benefit of additional competitive races as discussed previously.
Table D
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Qualifying 
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The Way It Was 2005

 

 

2

 

 

The Way It Will Be 2006

14.7

1.6

2

 

 

The Way It Could Be 2006

14.7

1.6

2

 

 

Table D


The new progression system will most likely discourage weaker crews from attending the Championship, consequently reducing pressure on regatta organisers.  299 crews can expect to be eliminated by the conclusion of the “sudden death” Heats on day two of the regatta. A further 379 crews will be eliminated prior to the Finals during Reps or Semi-Finals. 
In keeping with the spirit of the regatta and the stated objectives of the NZSSRA it may be considered appropriate to increase the number of competitive Finals by adopting the FISA World Championship format.  This approach will allow the top 75% of crews entered in the regatta to appear during the ample time allocated for Finals, instead of 48% as would be the case using the new progression system. 
Arguably individual participants, Schools and the wider rowing community will be better served by incorporating the FISA approach to Finals.
Appendix One

Details of the NZSSRA progression system, modified slightly to include the FISA World Championship approach, are outlined below.  The minor modifications to the 2006 progression system are highlighted in red. For specific details of the modifications required for each level of entries or for any other analysis please email: n.mcmaster@takapuna.school.nz  
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Heats 

races

Progression

Not 

progressing

Repechage 

races

Progression

Semi-final 

races

Progression

1

8

0

1-[8]>AF

9

10

2

1>F

1

1-6>AF

7-8 Eliminated

11

12

2

1-2>F

1

1-4>AF

5-8 Eliminated

13

13

2

1>F, 2-7 R

2

1-3>A

4-7 Eliminated

14

16

2

1>F, 2-8>R

2

1-3>A, 4-

8>

BF

17

21

3

1-2>AF 3-7>R

 

2

1>AF, 2-5>BF

6-8 Eliminated

22

22

3

1-2>AF, 3-

5>R

 

2

1->AF, 2-5 

BF, 6-8 

CF

 

23

23

3

1-2>AF 3-7>R

 8th

2

1>AF 2-5>BF, 

6-8>

CF

 

24

24

3

1-2>AF,3-

7>R, 8>

CF

 

2

1>AF, 2-

5>BF, 6-7>

CF

8 Eliminated

25

29

4

1>A, 2-5>R, 

6>

CF

7th & 8th

2

1-2>AF, 3-

6>

BF

, 7-8>

CF

 

 

30

32

4

1>A, 2-5>R, 

6>

CF

, 7-8>

DF

 

2

1-2>AF, 3-

6>BF, 7-8>

CF

 

 

33

40

5

1>A, 2-5>R

6th, 7th & 8th

3

1>AF, 2-

3>BF, 4-

5>

CF

, 6-

7>

DF

 

8th Eliminated

41

48

6

1-5>R

6th, 7th & 8th

4

1-2>AF, 3-

4>BF, 5-

6>

CF

, 7-

8>

DF

49

56

7

1-4>SF, 5-

6>R

7th & 8th

2

1-2>S, 3-8 

Eliminated

4

1-2>AF, 3-4>BF, 5-6>

CF

, 7-

8>

DF

57

64

8

1-3>SF, 4-

5>R

6th, 7th & 8th

2

1-4>S, 5-8 

Eliminated

4

1-2>AF, 3-4>BF, 5-6>

CF

, 7-

8>

DF

65

80

10

1-2>SF, 3-

5>R

6th, 7th & 8th

4

1-3>S, 4-8 

Eliminated

4

1-2>AF, 3-4>BF, 5-6>

CF

, 7-

8>

DF
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